LOCAL GROUPS BULLETIN – NOV 2009

Since the last issue of SOLO, we have had a great deal of interest in local groups around the country and a number of enquiries about setting up a SP local group in areas where there was not already an active group.  I am pleased to be able to advise you that funding is now available for local groups, and if you are running a group at the moment, or would be interested in setting up a group in your area, please get in touch with me to find out more.  The funding is in place to assist with the overheads and administrative costs of local group events, such as speakers/room hire/refreshments/admin costs etc.  Following on from this, free CPD of up to 2 hours is also now available if you attend a local group meeting.  I hope these incentives will encourage more SP’s to attend their local group meetings enabling them to network with fellow SP’s while also gaining some valuable CPD hours.

As most of you are probably now aware next year's SPG conference will take place on Friday 14th to Sunday 16th May 2010.  It will be held at the Macdonald Berystede Hotel and Spa in Ascot.  For the last couple of years the "Local Groups Slot" has been first thing on Sunday morning, but this year, we are looking to change this.  At the forthcoming conference, the evening buffet on Friday 14th May 2010 will be a "Local Groups Night” allowing you to meet/network with other SP's and I would encourage as many of you as possible to attend this event.  Last year the Friday evening buffet had a good turn out and was an excellent opportunity to meet other SP’s, exchange ideas, discuss topical issues and generally find out how other SP’s are dealing with their practices, the recession etc.  If you are thinking of joining or setting up a local group, the Local Groups Night will be a good opportunity to meet up with other SP’s in your area, and to speak to other local group representatives about how they run their groups.

In the meantime, we would like to keep you up to date with whatever is happening in your area and would encourage each group to let us have a brief report about your latest meeting, or details of any news/events that you would like to publish on this page.  We are interested to hear any interesting news stories concerning SP’s, social events, fundraising events etc and if you can send some accompanying pictures for the next edition of SOLO, that would be great.  Of course, if there are any budding writers out there who would like to write an article for SOLO that may be of interest to SP’s feel free to submit it.  
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